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BIRMINGHAM
Escape to the City
 
Discover one of Britain’s most exciting cities located in the 
heart of England. A destination bursting with unrivalled culture 
and heritage, all connected by our historic canals. The city is 
a hot spot for great shopping, vibrant restaurants and world-
class attractions. The waterways provide the perfect route to 
experience our regional culture and meet our friendly locals.

Click the icons below to get to know some of the great places you 
can visit whilst you are here. We look forward to welcoming you.

englandswaterways.com Journey to the Heart of England 

WALK/CYCLE FROM CITY CENTRE  
TO EDGBASTON

Enjoy a tranquil stroll or leisurely cycle along the canal 
towpath from the city centre of Birmingham to Edgbaston. 
See the change from the vibrant cityscape to the green 
suburb in just a 40-50 min walk, with a range of attractions 
and wildlife along the way. Take the train back to the city 
centre from University or Bournville for a relaxing day out

BIRMINGHAM BOTANICAL GARDENS

The Birmingham Botanical Gardens cover 15 acres of garden 
in leafy Edgbaston. The garden offers four tropical rainforest 
glasshouses, a tearoom and often hosts magical outdoor 
performances and experiences. All surrounded by some of 
the most beautiful gardens in England.

Only a 10 min walk from the canal

BIRMINGHAM MUSEUM & ART GALLERY 

The city’s leading art gallery is located in a stunning Victorian 
building in the middle of the city. The gallery houses world-
renowned exhibits including the Staffordshire Hoard and 
pre-Raphaelite paintings. There is also a beautiful Edwardian 
tearoom perfect for a spot of afternoon tea. 

Only a 7 min walk from the canal

WINTERBOURNE HOUSE & GARDENS

Winterbourne House and Garden is an Edwardian home and 
garden on the University of Birmingham campus. Open 
seven days a week, this Arts and Crafts house and gardens 
are family friendly with interactive exhibitions and a beautiful 
terraced tearoom looking out over the grounds. It was once 
home to the Nettleford family, who were pioneers in the 
development of the city as it is today.

Only a 10 min walk from the canal

EDGBASTON VILLAGE

Edgbaston Village is a thriving foodie and leisure destination. 
This green and leafy area boasts a mixture of luxury retail, 
boutique accommodation and award-winning restaurants 
and bars. It is also home to some of the city’s most stunning 
gardens open to the public.

Only a 15 min walk from the canal

THE ROUNDHOUSE 

With its redbrick exterior and cobbled courtyard, the 
Roundhouse is a Grade II* listed canalside building located  
in the centre of Birmingham. It is under development to 
become an exciting hub to explore the city by foot, bike  
or of course by boat. 

Only a 1 min walk from the canal

IKON GALLERY

The Ikon Gallery is one of Birmingham’s most loved modern 
art galleries. It is regularly home to award-winning 
exhibitions, which are free to visit. The gallery even runs a 
canal boat for pre-arranged tours and art workshops. After 
exploring, wrap up your visit with a coffee in its popular 
independent café, looking out over the cherry blossom of 
Oozells Square.

Only a 2 min walk from the canal

BRINDLEYPLACE 

Brindleyplace is a vibrant destination, with the city’s National 
Sea Life Centre, tree-lined squares and enviable canalside 
hotels. The area is often buzzing with music fans, with Arena 
Birmingham and the classical Symphony Hall at its centre. It 
is the perfect spot to sit, relax and watch narrowboats drift 
along the canal from an al fresco restaurant. It is also the 
meeting point for city narrowboat tours.

On the canal

JEWELLERY QUARTER 

40% of all British jewellery is made in The Jewellery Quarter. 
With more than 100 diamond retailers, it’s the ideal place to 
purchase and design your own jewellery. An array of 
fascinating museums document the area's history, and the 
beautiful St Paul's Georgian Square is home to galleries and 
independent eateries.

Only a 5 min walk from the canal
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https://visitbirmingham.com/inspire-me/areas/the-jewellery-quarter
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/roundhouse-birmingham
https://visitbirmingham.com/things-to-see-and-do/ikon-gallery-p1322191
https://visitbirmingham.com/inspire-me/areas/calthorpe-estates
https://visitbirmingham.com/things-to-see-and-do/winterbourne-house-and-garden-p322981
https://visitbirmingham.com/inspire-me/areas/brindleyplace
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/walking/walking-routes/worcester-and-birmingham-canal-walk
https://visitbirmingham.com/things-to-see-and-do/birmingham-museum-and-art-gallery-p323031
https://visitbirmingham.com/things-to-see-and-do/birmingham-botanical-gardens-and-glasshouses-p209761
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