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IRONBRIDGE
Born to roam
 
Discover one of Britain’s most exciting and powerful 
destinations, a place that inspired the modern world 
and sparked the industrial revolution. Welcome to the 
Ironbridge Gorge, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, which 
attracts millions of visitors each year. Bursting with award-
winning culture, heritage and the River Severn flowing 
through artisan attractions, Ironbridge has a lot to offer.

Click the icons below to find out more about some of the 
great places you can visit while you are here. We look 
forward to welcoming you. 

englandswaterways.com Journey to the Heart of England 

JACKFIELD TILE MUSEUM 

Jackfield was once at the very heart of the British tile 
production. Today, it is an award-winning museum offering 
guided tours, tile making workshops and a unique shopping 
experience. See the exceptional collection of tiles and tile 
installations including a recreated pub, London tube station, 
church and more. 

On the River Severn

THE MUSEUM OF THE GORGE 

The River Severn was a river of gold, transporting goods 
around the world from Iron and Porcelain to Encaustic Tiles 
to palaces around the globe. The Museum of the Gorge today 
celebrates the incredible story of the river. Once the Severn 
Warehouse where the Severn Trows would have transported 
goods to the forges, today it tells the story of this 
magnificent Gorge and its journey to the present day. 

On the River Severn

THE FURNACE, COALBROOKDALE  
MUSEUM OF IRON

Ironbridge Gorge shaped the modern world with the industrial 
revolution. At the Coalbrookdale Museum of Iron, visit the 
Furnace where Abraham Darby smelted iron for the first time. 
Today, innovators of all ages can enjoy the ingenuity of the 
interactive design and technology centre and then see stunning 
exhibits, exquisite art castings and functional cookware all 
made from iron. A must see for any industrialist buff.

Only an 8 min drive from the River Severn

SEVERN GORGE COUNTRYSIDE TRUST 

Explore the forests, trails, dingles, Sabbath walks and 
waymarked paths of the Gorge. With 700 acres of Gorge to 
explore - all managed by the Severn Gorge Countryside Trust 
- indulge in the breath-taking beauty of the countryside and 
explore its wildlife and nature. Enjoy workshops and 
woodland walks to geocaching and orienteering walks to 
major gorge lookout points including the Victorian Rotunda. 

Only 3 miles from the River Severn

MAWS CRAFT CENTRE & CREATIVE SPACES 

Ironbridge Gorge is home to some of the finest artisans in the 
UK. Once an industrial powerhouse, today it is a centre for its 
creative industries. Visit Maws Craft Centre and Creative 
Spaces with its collection of art, craft and design studios 
situated in the picturesque hamlet of Jackfield in Ironbridge 
Gorge, only 1.5 miles from the historic Iron Bridge. Visitors can 
enjoy artisan courses and workshops or an elegant afternoon 
tea/ light lunch in the Tile Press café and courtyard. 

Only a 5 min walk from the River Severn

SHROPSHIRE WAY AND SEVERN VALLEY WAY

Ironbridge Gorge sits at the heart of two major English 
walking routes, making it a popular location for short break 
explorers. The Severn Way stretches from wild Plynlimon 
through Shropshire, Ironbridge Gorge and onto Bristol.  
Take a short break along the 139-mile Shropshire Way  
going through the areas of outstanding natural beauty, 
rivers, gorges, moorlands, exceptional heritage, culture  
and nature attractions. 

Along the river the River Severn

ENGLISH HERITAGE THE IRON BRIDGE 

Commanding the hearts of the world with its stunning 
architecture, the Iron Bridge is one of the greatest symbols 
of the industrial revolution attracting millions of visitors 
every year. Celebrating the past and inspiring future 
innovators, creators and pioneers, this is the world’s first iron 
bridge. The bridge spans the River Severn, the longest river 
in England. Take in the bridge by foot or paddle down the 
water and enjoy it from a different perspective. 

On the River Severn

MERRYTHOUGHT LTD 

Merrythought is one of the UK’s most iconic luxury brands, 
making handmade traditional teddy bears in the World 
Heritage Site of Ironbridge since 1930. They are famous for 
crafting the finest, jointed, mohair teddy bears adored by 
children and adults across the world, including the Royal 
Family. Visit their shop located in Merrythought Artisan 
Village.

Only a 5 min walk from the River Severn

BLISTS HILL VICTORIAN TOWN 

At Blists Hill Victorian Town, enjoy a fun family day out at this 
recreated Victorian Town. You can discover more about Victorian 
life as you meet the ‘Victorian’ townsfolk. The 52-acre replica of a 
Victorian Town is an unforgettable day out. Visit authentic shops 
and cottages, buy curious goods from a bygone era, and watch 
tradespeople in action in their atmospheric workshops and 
factories. Only two miles from the River Severn on the main cycle 
and walking trails with excellent parking and coach group facilities. 

A 20 min walk from the River Severn

SHROPSHIRE RAFT TOURS  

Shropshire Raft Tours offers scenic river boat trips, mini rafts 
and cycle hire along the beautiful River Severn. Historic 
commentary is provided on the raft trips along the way as 
you float down the river, taking in the beautiful scenery and 
the great UNESCO site of the Iron Bridge. This is perfect if 
you are seeking to complete a fun-filled Ironbridge Gorge 
mini-adventure on the waterside.

On the River Severn
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https://www.shropshirerafttours.co.uk/
https://www.ironbridge.org.uk/explore/blists-hill-victorian-town/
https://www.merrythought.co.uk/
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/iron-bridge/
http://www.shropshiresgreatoutdoors.co.uk/route/shropshire-way-route-11-titterstone-clee-to-the-severn-way/
http://www.mawscraftcentre.co.uk/
https://www.ironbridge.org.uk/explore/darby-houses/
https://www.ironbridge.org.uk/explore/coalbrookdale-museum-of-iron
https://www.ironbridge.org.uk/explore/museum-of-the-gorge/
https://www.ironbridge.org.uk/explore/jackfield-tile-museum/
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