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LEICESTER 
Escape to the city
 
Leicester is one of the oldest cities in England with a fascinating 
history stretching more than 2,000 years. Since its beginnings as a 
small settlement on the River Soar, Leicester has developed into the 
vibrant, multi-cultural city it is today with renowned museums and 
a full calendar of festivals and events. The river is the perfect way to 
discover the city’s stories, hearing from the passionate locals along 
the way, including the infamous discovery of King Richard III.

Click the icons below to discover some of the great places you can 
visit while you are here. We look forward to welcoming you.

englandswaterways.com Journey to the Heart of England 

KING RICHARD III VISITOR CENTRE

Immerse yourself in the incredible story of King Richard III, 
the last English King to die in battle and the first to be DNA 
tested. Unravel the facts about the Wars of the Roses, then 
fast forward 500 years to a car park in Leicester city centre 
where the amazing evidence is revealed that resulted in the 
discovery of the King’s long lost remains. 

Only a 10 min walk from the River Soar

LEICESTER CATHEDRAL 

The city’s Cathedral is at the physical heart of Leicester’s city 
and is open for visitors, with all welcome within its doors. 
From the fine stained glass to the story and tomb of King 
Richard III, explore more than 900 years of history in this 
peaceful and beautiful building. 

Only a 10 min walk from the River Soar

NATIONAL SPACE CENTRE AND  
ABBEY PUMPING STATION MUSEUM

Abbey Pumping Station is Leicester’s museum of science 
and technology, displaying the city’s industrial, technological 
and scientific heritage. Situated adjacent to the National 
Space Centre, the two attractions tell the story of more than 
200 years of science and technology from the early days of 
steam and industry, to the space exploration of today. 

Only a 5 min walk from the River Soar

ABBEY PARK 

Embracing the banks of the River Soar just outside the city is 
Abbey Park. Steeped in history, this striking green space is 
the ideal place to relax and admire the stunning waterways. 
The park offers a choice of activities including the chance to 
see the remains of Cavendish House and Leicester Abbey, 
offering an incredible insight to the city’s past. 

Only a 2 min walk from the River Soar

HIGHCROSS

Highcross offers an unrivalled selection of retailers, stylish 
eateries and endless entertainment options. There are more 
than 100 shops available, offering an unforgettable shopping 
experience in the heart of the city. 

Only a 10 min walk from the River Soar

THE OLD TOWN 

Leicester’s Old Town is rich in heritage and home to an array 
of wonderful independent shops and eateries. Discover the 
remarkable story of King Richard III and see the infamous 
King’s final resting place, with the magnificent medieval 
Guildhall just a short walk away. Wander around the Lanes 
and St Martin’s to buy a special souvenir or enjoy a 
homemade cake in one of the local cafes. 

Only a 10 min walk from the River Soar

CASTLE GARDENS AND THE NEWARKE

Moor up in Castle Gardens to explore one of the oldest parts 
of Leicester. Embrace this historic city’s past at the Great 
Hall and the ancient St Mary de Castro Church, which saw the 
marriage of Geoffrey Chaucer and the knighting of King 
Henry VI. Then take a five minute stroll to Newarke Houses 
Museum and Gardens, which tells the fascinating social 
history of Leicester and the city it is today. 

Only a 5 min walk from the River Soar

KING POWER STADIUM 

King Power Stadium is the home of Leicester City Football 
Club whose Premier League win astounded the world in 
2016. Sporting heroes born in the city include ex-footballer 
Gary Lineker and former goalkeeper Peter Shilton. Why not 
book onto a stadium tour with an expert guide to gain 
exclusive access to the pitch side and home dugout, as well 
as club memorabilia?

Only a 5 min walk from the River Soar
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https://www.lcfc.com/king-power-stadium
www.visitleicester.info
https://www.visitleicester.info/explore/neighbourhoods/old-town
https://www.highcrossleicester.com/
https://www.visitleicester.info/see-and-do/abbey-park-p707941
https://spacecentre.co.uk/
http://www.abbeypumpingstation.org/
https://leicestercathedral.org/
www.visitleicester.info
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